
WORTHINGTON CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 27, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall Council Chambers by Mayor Alan E.
Oberloh with the following Aldermen present: Lyle Ten Haken, Mike Kuhle, Scott Nelson, Ron
Wood, Mike Woll. Absent: Honorary Council Member, Phil Willardson (excused).

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING - IMPROVEMENTS DENIED

This was the time and date set for continuation of a public hearing for 27th Street, 29  Street, andth

North Rose Avenue street and storm sewer improvements.

The motion was made by Alderman Ten Haken, seconded by Alderman Kuhle and carried to reopen
the hearing.

Dwayne Haffield, Director of Engineering, noted he does not recommend surfacing a gravel road
without addressing drainage as it will just erode away.

Mayor Oberloh opened the floor for testimony:

Dave Haugen - Read the petition against the improvements that had been received earlier and
provided to Council and signed by John and Pearl Scheepstra, Ken and Laurie Waldner, Gary and
Janel Ewert, Christian Banegaz-Martinez and Allison Meyer, David and JoAnne Haugen,
Nouanthong and Bounfong Saysarisanh, Michael Reck, Leon and Judy Betz.

JoAnn Haugen - With this discussion that’s been going on now, this might not be relevant, but it’s
some feelings that we had.  I also want to make note that we did see this proposal on the
improvements of beyond 27  Street North, and somehow, when we did not generate the petition,th

there is five residences that border on 27  Street North, three of us are against it, and there’s two thatth

signed the petition.  One did sign the petition but has changed their attitude because they saw the
price of it.  Now, how is that a fair situation, I don’t see it.  And have any of you ever come out to
our neighborhood?  (Council responded they had.)  You came out, and you looked at it? (Yes.)  Does
it look like it’s really in dire need of drainage, and road improvements?  It’s a nice almost rural
setting.  Yeah, there’s some dust, but you know what?  What price do you put on dust control?  I’ll
read what I have and then I’m done, I’m sorry to take up all the time:

“Seems that some important issues with these improvements are being overlooked
or ignored.  Why would we support road improvements in an area that is zoned
transitional?  It doesn’t make sense to spend our money on this project when our
status could change at any time because of future commercial growth along the
Highway 59 corridor.  Also, is it the responsibility of the residents to improve a road
that is proposed to be a connection from Highway 59 to Highway 60?  There will be
an increase in our property taxes of 20 to 25 percent.  In our particular situation with
the assessment and an increase in the property taxes we would be looking at about
$500 a month.  Now at $500 a month would I be living in a house built in 1937?  I
think I’d be putting that toward a residence that was maybe a little newer.  Our
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country has been officially declare to be in an economic recession and when residents
signed this petition in May, 2008 the economy was stable.  Again, I wanted to say
that this petition was not presented properly.  It was asked at the first hearing if the
designated time for assessment payment could be extended to 20 years instead of 15
years, that maybe it would soften the blow.  In other words, we could pay four to five
percent interest on the unpaid balance of $48,000 over a longer period of time.  This
is why this country is in an economic mess - too much put on credit.  This is a very
high price for dust control.  It seems that the word “no” is no longer in the English
language, while there are eight property owners on that petition that are not too proud
to say no.  Thank you.

Dave Haugen - one other thing, the comment that was brought up over here about the 27  Street ruralth

section improvement, are we talking an either or situation here? Or are these going to be dealt with
separately?  Dwayne Haffield responded that Council would have to order either improvement
ahead, and the rural section would require a 4/5's vote.

Clyde Hoffman - 2011 North Rose - I’ve got a question as far as you’re talking about blacktopping
without the curb and gutter, I’m kind of familiar with the way the roads work and stuff like that with
my job and would it be possible to do just the blacktopping and put a weight restriction on that road?
Because normal car traffic won’t put the stress on that road the way you were talking about, you’ve
got heavier traffic, you’ve got your school bus and your plows but, and there wouldn’t be any reason
why you’d have to have heavy vehicles on 29  Street or North Rose.  (Mr. Haffield responded thatth

busses and some of the City vehicles are quite a load and our recommendation is not to do that
because you’re not building up the strength to support a surfacing. Further comments were provided)

Mr. Hoffman - I guess you wouldn’t have that much there other than your once a week garbage
trucks and you’d have your school busses which most of the time by the time they get out to us
they’re empty.  Or just about relatively empty so you don’t have that great of a weight factor as far
a like with school bus.  The only other thing you would have would be your City truck in the winter
time which the road would be frozen by then. And it would probably do less damage than what
you’re talking about in the spring of the year because there’s really going to be no other reason that
you’d have to be out there with a heavy truck.

Mr. Haffield responded with an incident where a truck broke through one of those.  Discussion was
held on cost comparisons, tiling the ditches, drain tiles, etc.  Alderman Woll pointed out that 27th

Street carries a fair amount of City traffic on it, do we have some additional level of participation
than usual.  Mr. Haffield responded if the improvement were wider or deeper than usual we would,
and this is deeper, which is the City share.  Discussion continued.

The motion was made by Alderman Kuhle, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to close the
hearing.
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The motion was made by Alderman Kuhle, seconded by Alderman Nelson and carried to deny the
improvement and look further at dust control. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3389 ADOPTED AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF HOUSING AND
HEALTH CARE REVENUE BONDS (MEADOWS OF WORTHINGTON PROJECT),
SERIES 2009A AND B

Pursuant to published notice, this was the time set for a public hearing authorizing the issuance of
Housing and Health Care Revenue Bonds (Meadows of Worthington Project), Series 2009A and B.
The motion was made by Alderman Kuhle, seconded by Alderman Ten Haken and carried to open
the hearing.

City Administrator Craig Clark presented the case, noting that Council had originally approved this
request at its October 13, 2008 regular meeting , with the condition that the bonds were issued by
December 31, 2009.  Due to the bonding market, the bonds were not issued by that deadline.  The
bonding markets have rebounded and Meadows of Worthington, LLC, of which Ecumen is the sole
member) is requesting that Council re-consider their request.  A recent tax law change adjusted the
maximum amount of “bank qualified” bonding debt a city can issue annually in 2009 and 2010 from
$10 million to $30 million, and also exempts qualified 501(c)(3) bonds such as this from counting
toward the new $30 million limit during that same period.  In return for the use of the City’s bonding
authority, Ecumen will be responsible to pay the City its $20,000 fee and all legal expenses it has
incurred with the project.

Mayor Oberloh called for testimony.  None was received, however, Pat Henderscheidt, present for
the Meadows, LLC., noted she  would answer any questions Council may have.

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to close the
hearing.

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Wood and carried to approve the
following Resolution authorizing the issuance of senior housing revenue bonds - Meadows of
Worthington, LLC (Ecumen):

RESOLUTION NO. 3389

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF HOUSING AND HEALTH CARE
REVENUE BONDS (MEADOWS OF WORTHINGTON PROJECT), SERIES 2009A AND B

(Refer to Resolution File for complete copy of Resolution)

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING APPROVED - BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE
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GRANT (JAG) PROGRAM

Pursuant to notice, this was the time set for a public hearing regarding the Byrne Justice Assistance
Grant Program, which would be used for technology Improvement.

The motion was made by Alderman Ten Haken, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to open
the hearing.

Mike Cumiskey, Public Safety Director, presented the case noting the grant would be used in the
following technology improvements:

• Two (2) Watch Guard in-car digital video systems to improve and update recording systems
in one City and one County squad car.

• One (1) SMART 77 Integrated Smartboard and smart USB audio for Smartboard 600 series
to improve technology in joint training room.

• Six (6) Simunition conversion kits for Glock, Smith & Wesson and Colt firearms for Active
Shooter and other scenario-based training exercises; a technology improvement that allows
us to use current service weapons in live training exercises.

Mayor Oberloh called for testimony; none was received.

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Wood and carried to close the
hearing.

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Wood and carried to approve the
MOU and authorize the Mayor and Clerk’s signatures.

AGENDA APPROVED

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Ten Haken and carried to approve
the agenda as presented.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to approve the
consent agenda as follows:

• City Council Minutes of Regular meeting April 14, 2009
• Minutes of Boards and Commissions: Water and Light Commission Minutes of April 20,
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2009; Memorial Auditorium Advisory Board Minutes of March 31, 2009
• Request for Street Closure - Cinco de Mayo Celebration as follows: Second Avenue from

Park Lane to 10  Street, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 2, 2009 th

• Dock Permits as follows:
Bruce Pass Across street from 214 Lake Street
David Holinka Across street from 200 Lake Street
Tim Gaul Across street from 625 Lake Avenue
Rolf Carlson Across street from 117 Lake Avenue
Roger Nelson Across street from 602 W. Lake Avenue
Clarence Kremer Across street from 916 W. Lake Avenue
Dale Ryen Across street from 920 W. Lake Avenue

• Reappointed Myra Onnen as the City Weed Inspector for 2009

SECOND READING PROPOSED ORDINANCE - CHANGE OF ZONE (RCM SERVICES,
INC.)

Pursuant to published notice, this was the time set for the second reading of a proposed amending
Title XV of the City Code of Worthington, Nobles County, Minnesota, to rezone property from “TZ”
(Transitional Zone) to “R-4" (Medium Density Residential) and legally described as follows:

That part of Government Lot Four (4), Section Nineteen (19), Township One
Hundred Two (102) North, Range Thirty-nine (39) West of the Fifth P.M., which is located
southerly at through highway No. 16, and North of East Avenue and East of the Round Lake
Road (Cemetery Road) as all are presently located and which parcel of property abuts on the
westerly side of a plot of land owned by parties of the second part, which parcel is located
in said Government lot, excepting therefrom a plot described as follows, to-wit: Starting at
a point in the center of the Old State Road, known as No. 9, at the center of its intersection
with the Cemetery Road, known as State Aid Road No. 2.  Said starting point also being the
center of Cemetery Road, a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2; thence in a northerly direction in a
straight line along the center line of Cemetery Road, a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2, a distance
of 120 feet; thence at right angles in an easterly direction perpendicular to the center line of
Cemetery Road a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2 in a straight line, a distance of 50 feet to the east
highway right-of-way line of Cemetery Road, a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2, as the place of
beginning; thence continuing in a straight line in a southeasterly direction, parallel to the
north road right-of-way line of Old State Road, a.k.a. No. 9, a distance of 65 feet; thence in
a southerly direction in a straight line parallel to the east highway right-of-way line of
Cemetery Road, a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2, a distance of 120 feet to the center of Old State
Road, a.k.a. No. 9; thence in a northwesterly direction in a straight line along the center line
of Old State Road, a.k.a. No. 9, a distance of 65 feet; thence due North in a straight line
along the east highway right-of-way line of Cemetery Road, a.k.a. State Aid Road No. 2, a
distance of 120 feet to the place of beginning, excepted therefrom the right-of-way for
existing township road.  The said described tract being 65 x 120 feet located in the west 543
feet of the SW1/4 of SW1/4 North of Railroad, Section Nineteen (19), Township One
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Hundred Two (102) North, Range Thirty-nine (39) West of the Fifth P.M.

SECOND READING PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO CHANGE STREET NAMES

Pursuant to published notice, this was the time set for the second reading of a proposed ordinance
to change street names as follows:

Section I

Grandview Street in the Plat o Cherry Point Park, City of Worthington, Nobles
County Minnesota, is hereby named Grandview Avenue

Section II

Davis Drive in Davis Acres, City of Worthington, Nobles County, Minnesota, is
hereby named Stower Drive.

RESOLUTION NO. 3390 ADOPTED PERTAINING TO INTENT TO BOND FOR COSTS
INCURRED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF WORTHINGTON AQUATIC
CENTER

The motion was made by Alderman Kuhle, seconded by Alderman Ten Haken and carried to adopt
the following resolution pertaining to intent to bond for costs incurred for construction of the City
of Worthington Aquatic Center:

RESOLUTION NO. 3390

RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE FINANCING OF AN AQUATIC CENTER;
ESTABLISHING COMPLIANCE WITH REIMBURSEMENT BOND REGULATIONS UNDER
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE

(Refer to Resolution File for complete copy of Resolution)

MODIFICATION OF FLOOR PLAN FOR WIND ENERGY SERVICES APPROVED

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Wood and carried to approve the
floor plan modifications to the build out of the 5,000 square foot section for Wind Energy Services
as presented.

PERMISSION GRANTED TO STINGRAY SWIM TEAM FOR PLACEMENT OF
SCOREBOARD/TOUCHPADS IN THE CITY OF WORTHINGTON AQUATIC CENTER
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The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to grant
permission to the Stingray Swim Team to place a scoreboard/touchpads in the City of Worthington
Aquatic Center.  The Stingray Swim Team will be raising the funds for the equipment.

WORTHINGTON OKABENA WINDSURFERS FUNDING REQUEST APPROVED

The motion was made by Alderman Nelson, seconded by Alderman Ten Haken and carried to
appoint Craig Clark, Administrator, to work with the Worthington Okabena Windsurfers to fund
advertising the City of Worthington up to $1,000, and according to the guidelines provided by the
City Attorney.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

The motion was made by Alderman Ten Haken, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to approve
the following Nominating Committee Appointments as recommended by the Nominating
Committee:

Airport Advisory Board Reappoint Rodney Sankey for a five year term, term
to expire October 2013

Econ. Development Appoint Jim Mahoney for a two year term to replace
    Revolving Loan Fund Zach Clark, term to expire January 2011

Golf Advisory Board Reappoint Darwin Sieve for a three year term to
replace Bernie Ahlberg, term to expire March 2012

Appoint Stan Alm for a three year term to replace
Bernie Ahlberg, which term expires March 2012

HRA Appoint Joann Nelson for a five year term to replace
Carol Culver, term to expire November 2013

Park & Rec Advisory Board Reappoint Ryan McGaughey for a three year term,
term to expire April 2012

Appoint Rena Willardson to fill the unexpired term of
Mike Potter, term to expire April 2011

Planning Commission Reappoint Dana Oberloh for a three year term, term to
expire April 2011



Worthington City Council
Regular Meeting, April 27, 2009
Page 8

Appoint Dale Ryen for a three year term to replace
Bob Demuth, Jr., term to expire April 2009

Police Civil Service Comm. Appoint Cristina Guarjardo for a three year term to
replace Leticia Rodriguez, term to expire December
2011

Water and Light Commission Reappoint Robert J. Demuth for a three year term,
term to expire April 2012

2009 SEWER AND WATER EXTENSIONS PROJECT BID AWARDED

The following bids were received on April 27, 2009 for the 2009 Sewer and Water Extensions
project:

Engineers Estimate $389,482.55
Minnesota Dirt Works, Inc. $261,846.00
Svoboda Excavating, Inc. $276,591.25
Larson Crane Service, Inc. $312,763.50
H & W Contracting, LLC $323,316.80
Gaub, Inc. $335,079.00

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to award the
bid for the 2009 Sewer and Water Extensions project to Minnesota Dirt Works, Inc. as the low
qualified bidder in the amount of $261,846.00 total for schedules 1-4.

BIDS REJECTED FOR MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM ADDITION AND RENOVATIONS
PROJECT

Steve Robinson, SEH, reported that bids were received on Monday, April 27, 2009 for the Memorial
Auditorium Addition and Renovations project.  A total of four bids were received with the lowest
bid from Wilcon Construction of St. James, MN for the amount of $1,897,705.00, substantially over
the target figure.  Alternate 1 to re-pave the existing parking lot was Alderman Nelson added cost
of $55,656.00.  The recommendation from SEH was to adjust the total project budget to
$2,100,000.00 and award to Wilcon Construction.  Increased costs were attributed to upgrades and
green initiatives.

Following discussion on extending the bid time line and the bidding process, the motion was made
by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Kuhle and carried to reject all bids.

BID AWARD FOR INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY CLARIFIER
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MECHANISM

The following bids were received on April 22, 2009 for the 70-ft. Diameter Clarifier Mechanism (the
Engineer’s estimate was $130,000):

Eimco Water Technologies, LLC $134,100
WesTech Engineering, Inc. $141,252
Siemens Water Technologies Corp. $159,005

The low bidder, Eimco, intends to ship all equipment 25 weeks after written purchase order, which
is 25 days later than specified, however, the specified delivery time was unable to be met by any of
the bidders.  Staff was recommending award of the bid, which was reviewed by the City Attorney
and approved.  Mr. Haffield noted it’s a very limited market for this project. 

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Kuhle and carried award the bid
to Eimco Water Technologies, LLC as the low qualified bidder in the amount of $134,100, and
approve the extended time line, with a letter from the City Attorney attached stating we have
followed correct bidding procedure.

ALTERNATE TOWER STREET IMPROVEMENTS

Dwayne Haffield, Director of Engineering, noted the 2009 budget includes $216,930 for the
reconstruction of Tower Street from Lake Street to Tenth Avenue, however, the budgeted
reconstruction project does not involve the northwest leg which is currently in adequate condition.
Three options were presented as possible alternatives so as to eliminate one of the northerly legs to
reduce long term costs of maintaining and perpetuating the additional roadway, decrease the amount
of impervious surface, increase the usable park area, and eliminate skewed intersections.  Estimated
project costs are:

Reconstruct
As Planned Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Current Project $204,000 $266,000 $325,000 $274,000
Future $56,000        -              -             -      1

$260,000 $266,000 $325,000 $274,000

 Current cost for reconstructing northwest leg
1

Option 2 included an alternative of modification by moving the point of intersection with Tenth
Street further east. 
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The motion was made by Alderman Ten Haken, seconded by alderman Kuhle and carried to approve
the Tower Street realignment presented as Option 2 Alternative.  The cost for the modified option
will remain near the estimated cost for Option 2 of $325,000.

SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2009 SEAL COAT PROJECT APPROVED AND
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS AUTHORIZED

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Nelson and carried to approve
the specifications for the 2009 Seal Coat project as presented and to authorize staff to advertise for
bids to be received on May 26  and considered for award at the Council meeting that evening.th

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Oberloh - attended an immigration meeting along with the Administrator and Chief
Cumiskey, and while they agreed that reform is needed they did not agree with the immigrants in
attendance who want amnesty.  Needs to be fixed at the federal level
Alderman Ten Haken - attended a Southwest Regional Radio Board meeting, noting the date to
change to narrow bandwidth is January 1, 2013.  The Board has a grant opportunity that would result
in $43,217 as our share for portable radio equipment with the new narrow banding.
Alderman Kuhle - nothing to report.
Alderman Nelson - attended a Heron Lake Watershed meeting and a Cable 3 meeting, noted the
franchise agreement would renew soon.
Alderman Wood - attended a Joint Powers Transit meeting - they finalized the purchase of a bus.
He also noted lack of participation by the bars in their Friday/Saturday night ride program.
Alderman Wood also noted that the City’s No Parking rules conflict with the safe ride home
program.  The Golf Advisory Board reported a successful steak fry - approximately 80 people.  The
final figures for the water issue at the new YMCA/aquatic center should be available this Wednesday
- they need sumps to move the water, with costs coming out of the contingency fund, and are
estimating about $25,000 apiece.
Alderman Woll - the YMCA “old use” committee had identified 5 or 6 possible uses for the current
facility and determined that abandonment was not an option.  They are continuing to work on a new
location for the senior center in light of the recent WALA action.  Mayor Oberloh said in reference
to that action that at this time there was no agreement in place between Ossenfort and the Eagles as
required - the whole thing hinged on that agreement.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

Craig Clark, City Administrator, reminded Council that May 11  is the date set for the Council/staffth

retreat, at the Prairie Holdings Conference/Theater room.  The LMC’s annual summer conference
is scheduled for June 24-26; and we will begin looking for Census 2010 volunteers if anyone had
any ideas.  He attended the Southwest Initiative Foundation Annual meeting, where Greg Raymo
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received an award.  Mr. Clark also noted he is looking to schedule a workshop in June, which will
be for half a day and could start at 4 p.m.

CLOSED SESSION  UNDER MINN. STAT. § 13.44, SUBD. 3  PURCHASE OR SALE OF
REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY - 106 LAKE STREET AND CLOSED SESSION
UNDER MINN. STAT. § 13D.03. SUBD. 1 (B) LABOR NEGOTIATIONS

Upon roll call, the following were present for the closes session: Lyle Ten Haken, Mike Kuhle, Mike
Cumiskey, Brian Kolander, Scott Nelson, Ron Wood, Mike Woll, Craig Clark, Alan Oberloh, Janice
Oberloh.

The motion was made by Alderman Woll, seconded by Alderman Kuhle and carried to close the
meeting at 10:06 p.m.

The motion was made by Alderman Ten Haken, seconded by Alderman Wood and carried to reopen
the meeting at 10:40 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

The motion was made by Alderman Wood, seconded by Alderman Woll and carried to adjourn the
meeting at 10:41 p.m.

Janice Oberloh
City Clerk


